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Ah, fill the cup: what boots it repeat
How time is slipping underneath our feet
Unborn tomorrow and dead yesterday

Why fret about them if today be sweet!
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But come with old Khayyam and leave the lot
Of Kaikobad and Kaikhosru forgot
Let Rustam lay about him as he will

Or Hatim Tai cry supper- heeds them not
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METAPHYSICS, or the attempt to conceive the world as a whole by means of thought, has been developed,
from the first, by the union and conflict of two very different human impulses, the one urging men towards
mysticism, the other urging them towards science. Some men have achieved greatness through one of
these impulses alone, others through the other alone: in Hume, for example, the scientific impulse reigns
quite unchecked, while in Blake a strong hostility to science coexists with profound mystic insight. But the



greatest men who have been philosophers have felt the need both of science and of mysticism: the
attempt to harmonize the two was what made their life, and what always must, for greater thing than
either science or religion.
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